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American workers typically get fewer paid vacation days than their counterparts in other 

countries—and, indeed, there is no federally-mandated number of paid vacation days in the 

American business ecosystem.  But another way to measure the ‘workaholism’ of a country’s 

working population is the number of hours they work per week or year.   

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

The numbers are surprising.  Workers in Germany typically work fewer than 1,400 hours a year, 

which is slightly below Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Sweden, Iceland, and Austria (all 

just over 1,400 hours).  French workers, who are constantly held up as an example of non-

workaholism, work roughly 1,500 hours a year, on average, which is almost the same as in the 

UK.  Canadian and Japanese workers are a bit more likely to be seen at the office; they average 

1,700 hours a year, similar to Portugal and Italy. 

 

At the other end of the spectrum, Mexican workers average more than 2,250 hours of work a 

year, and in Korea, workers are in the office or otherwise toiling for roughly 2,000 hours.  

Korea’s workaholic status is likely to change in the next survey, however; its National Assembly 

recently voted to cut the workweek from 68 hours (!) down to ‘just’ 52. 

 

Where does the United States fall on this spectrum?  The average American worker spends about 

1,800 hours at work, roughly the same as workers in the Czech Republic and Poland, fewer 

hours than Turkey, Israel, Greece, Chile, and Russia.   

 

Source: 

 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/03/average-work-week-hours-country-wise 

 

 

If you have any questions about this article or want to discuss your family finances, investment 

portfolio, or financial planning advice, please call on me anytime at my number (215) 325-1595 

or you can click here to schedule a meeting. 

Please feel free to forward this article and offer to anyone you know who might have financial 

questions or need some unbiased advice.  Most financial advice is sales advice.  In stark contrast, 

we are fee-only (non-commissioned) fiduciary advisors.  We just provide truthful, unbiased 

advice to our clients. 

  

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/03/average-work-week-hours-country-wise
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**PRIVACY NOTICE** 

This message is intended only for the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may 

contain information that is privileged, confidential, or exempt from disclosure under applicable 

federal or state law.  You are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of 

this communication, except in accordance with its intended purpose, is strictly prohibited. 

                                Our physical and mail address:                               
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   P.O. Box 301 

   West Point, PA 19486-0301 

 

                   Contact us:                  

 Phone: (215) 325-1595 
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